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Beaten by 2 Men Here, 

Says DA’s Witness 

A witness in District Attorney 
Jim Garrison’s Kennedy assas- 
sination probe said Thursday 
he does not think an attack on 
him by two Negroes in his ho- 
tel room had anything to do 
with his testifying before tie 
Orleans Parish Grand Jury. 

James Hicks, a 23-year-old 
civil service employe of Enid, 

Okla., said he was beaten up 
earlier Thursday by two men 
who entered his room at the 
Fontainebleau Motor Hotel 
while he was asleep. He said 
he was thrown through a 
glass door leading to a bal- 
cony outside his sixth-floor 
room. 

Meanwhile, in Los Anp»b« -f ^ ceives Garrison snbpena. j 
Calif., a subpena was served 
Thursday on Lawrence Howard 
■Jr., 32, of nearby El Monte, 
ordering him to appear before 
the Orleans jury. 

A spokesman for th e Los An- 
geles County DA’s office, which 
served the subpena, said How- 
ard was ordered to appear in 
Los Angeles County Superior 
Court Tuesday to show cause 
why he should not have to 
testify in New Orleans. 


TWO OTHERS 


The subpena was issued by 
Garrison’s office Dec. 29, along 
with others for Loran E. Hall 
of Kernville, Calif., and Thom- 
as Beckham of Omaha, Neb., 
who have both been ordered to 
appear before the Orleans body 
Feb. l and 2. 


Hicks, in an Interview priori 
in a session with I he grand! 
jury, said he told police that! 
earlier be had met two Negroes 
he knew and had drinks with 
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them. He said he later invited 
them to his room for more 
drinks. 


After they left, he went to 
bed, he said, and two other 
Negroes entered his room 
and beat him up, possibly in 
a burglary attempt in Hicks’ ! 
opinion. 

When Hicks appeared at the! 
press conference in Garrison’s 1 
office, he had scratch marks on I 
his forehead and side of his 
face. 

He was subpenaed to testify 
before tne grand jury because ; 
he said he was present in Dal 
ias on the motorcade route and i 
_Cont in Sec. 1, Page 4 , CoET ( 
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"ttness Doubts Beating Linked to Probe 
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- j > 1 ' «i. I 'i.ii-i, .iii'i one bullet m s .1.. 1,, r . , , 

" - , ha PP ened ^au* it happened! ever his head and Vuek a t S G . amson 8 of 

so fast, but t do remember the’ traffic caution sign, which he I 6 ' and von was mvestigating. 
President being shot and i knew! said was removed almost im- T " 


President John F Kennedy 

• fc , President being shot and i knew 
r he th!nkS i ba was shot "hen it happened 
heht-' on d 8 Whole head 

£ 22 «a 1 ? H“t. day * c Jf plode - 11 dirin,t l00k like one 

wVi 5 Sts SKite ■■■* 

and looking For work." jhis head was struck by more] 
Here s his account of, whatithan one bullet.” 
happened: Hicks said he heard four 


almost im- 
mediately after the assassi- 
nation. He said as far as he 
knoyx it was never mentioned 
in tde Warren Commission re- 

, Hicks said the sign was rd 
Moved by men "I assumed to 1 
,’ e members of the Dallas po-| 
llice force. I assumed they would 


In Los Angeles, Howard, who 
says he is an unemployed type- 
setter-welder, said he was va 
cationing near Durango, N. M , 
when the subpena was issued by 
Garrison. He denied any knowl- 
edge, of a conspiracy in Ken- 
nedy’s death. 

Garrison claims Howard was 
registered in the Dallas, Tex., 


. I assumed they would v gISlered m “ 5e Da Pas, Tex. 
fose it as evidence.” He said he Y oung Men ’ s Christian Assn 

£ ave h is name to a patrolman quarters untiI the day of the as- 
ihat day but was never called sassination - Howard said he was 
I to testify before the Warren I " orkin g in Los Angeles that 
Commission. iday and had never registered at 

Garrison has photographs^® YMCA ’ 

(showing him at the scene, said! .. ‘CLEARED BY FBI' 


Hicks. 

Hicks said he has received] 
a number of. crank calls, includ-i 
mg one threatening his wife and! 
son if he doesn’t keep his mouth! 
shut. Tn e string of events has) 
made him very nervous, he said ' 

find door shattered 1 

. , Police said they found the 
iglass door of Hicks’ room shat 
|| ered when they were called 
I to investigate, 


Howard added he gave a 
statement to the FBI and “as 
rar as they were concerned j 
was cleared.” He added, “There 
, is no information at. all I can 1 
> give that would in any way un- ; 
cover anything." 1 

Howard said he admired and 
1 ras Pected Kennedy, although he 
(•isagreed with certain policies 
! of his administration, which he 
did not elaborate on. 


c „ ty 


,!> h . c ? re . 1 a m ' !o investigate 
a disturbance in room 650.” 
Rawles said he met two Ne-, 
groes coming from an elevator 
and, upon questioning, they said 
they had “been to see a party 
m room 650 " Both men pnw 
duced identification cards but! 
Rawles said he failed to make a 
note of tiie identifications 


weeks a decision on Garrison ’sp 
requested order for Hail to ap- i 
pear before the grand jury. The ■ 
judge ordered Hall's attorney 
and the county DA's office to!' 
urge Garrison to come to 
Bakersfield to take Hall’s dep-l 
osition. p 

- New Orleans authorities sent 
jchccks for $395 and $405 to pay 


, Police said they reported the! for"' HoJnrf 95 * nd *° 5 to P a > 
mcKien^Sgt. Louis Ivon. chiefljnJ exposes Hall ' s travei ' 



